MINUTES of a meeting of the LVDTC Agility Committee held at 7-15pm on 2nd November 2009 at Gummers Howe Centre, Carnforth.

PRESENT  Sue Parry, Pam Ellwood, Lindsey Simmonds, Terry Shepherd, Jan Drinkall, Hilary Newstead, Steph Johnson, Roz Way, Brenda Sandham.
APOLOGIES  - Apologies were received from Ester Hooper, Teresa Moore, Margaret Pennington,  Heather Hillson, Sam Harrison.
1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING – The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as accurate. Proposer – Steph Johnson..        Seconder – Roz Way.
Heather wished it to be noted that she had been present at the last meeting.

Pam had contacted Janet Nero about the possibility of arranging a seminar to cover the course building part of the judges’ qualification. Janet was to take the second part of the qualification to hold such seminars in early December and arrangement would be made after that.
Responses had been received from the clubs to be invited to a fun competition but after consideration it was not possible to arrange a convenient date or dates during the winter.

The generator had been repaired and would shortly be returned. Lindsay would be allowed to borrow it for the Warton Christmas Fair in aid of the proposed childrens’ playground.
The training venue owner had bought a bigger generator without consulting the club so it would not be necessary to buy one in return for a reduced hourly hire rate.

The club was therefore left with a generator that was not needed for the indoor training venue but it was proposed to look into providing floodlights for the field to extend the outdoor training season.

2. CORRESPONDENCE – There had been no correspondence other than messages of thanks from judges at the October show..
3. TREASURER’S REPORT – Balance £24,752.86 as at 30.9.09. The summer show had made a profit of around £6800 and the October show about £800.
4. REVIEW OF OCTOBER SHOW –  The small car park was essential and we would need to ensure that there would be no clash with caravan courses next time. Without the small car park there would be insufficient parking space for competitors.         Lindsey said the flasks for the ring box  had worked well.      In future we would need to ensure that we have a mobile phone number for the key holder in case of problems. In particular we would need access to a supply of toilet rolls as those supplied were insufficient for the day.
5. GUEST TRAINER  - Eileen Wade has been approached to hold a session for the Juniors, not the Beginners.

6. TRAINING – Training was going well and Roz thanked Sue for all her efforts. She particularly thought that the Competition class had been very good lately.           It was agreed at Roz’s request that once a month after the Junior class on Sundays the venue would be made available for instructors to work their own dogs and discuss practical training matters at the same time. The first one would be on 15th November on the day after the Nigel Staines training day.
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  -  To avoid having to give out all the large trophies twice as in the past, in future the large trophies would be presented at the Annual Members’ Meeting and the small keepsake ones at the club AGM.                Teresa had nearly achieved her target of raising £750 for Dogs for the Disabled. It was agreed to donate £14 to make the amount up to her target.          
8. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING  - After the Annual Members Meeting on 8th January. Steph would enquire whether Greenlands on the way to Burton would be able to accommodate the meeting and provide the buffet.                It was also agreed that the club would donate £30 towards the Old Peoples’ Christmas Party to be held at the meeting venue as a thank you for being allowed to use the Centre.             Pam enquired whether a small microphone headset and amplifier (Big Bark set) at under £100 might be useful for the instructors. They would discuss it amongst themselves.            It was agreed that the Christmas meal would be at the Longlands in the afternoon on 13th December. Steph would confirm the booking.              At the next Dog of the Season Sue proposed to allow the Pre-competition dogs to run in Agility and Jumping at reduced height. This would be discussed at the Annual Members’ Meeting with a view to incorporating  the Pre-competition classes into the DOS competitions on a formal basis.           Pam reported that one of the Alan Bray double DVD set bought from Margaret appears to have been missing,            Terry suggested that half price entries for the NW Interclub matches should be limited to members who attend training a minimum number of times during a specified period between matches. Committee discretion could be allowed. This would be reviewed at the AMM.
The meeting closed at 8-50pm.

